
Undocumented Children in the UK
Aims and Objectives

Many EU countries are experiencing record levels of unauthorized mi-
gration. A significant proportion of these migrants are children —that is, 
persons under the age of 18. While there is broad recognition of the im-
portance of protecting children in mainstream public policy, governments 
face the challenge of how to comply with their international obligation 
and address the protection needs of this specific group of children.

This project aims to advance knowledge on the experiences and everyday 
lives of irregular migrant children in the United Kingdom, to cast light on 
the challenges facing the communities in which they reside and to explore 
services and resources available to them in particular in relation to health, 
education and employment. It will examine the ways in which, in the ex-
periences of undocumented children, the lack of legal status intersects 
with gender, age, country of origin and other social factors, as well as the 
challenges faced by service providers in relation to this group of children. 
The target population includes unaccompanied children; children who 
have migrated with or come to join close family members, and children 
who are born in the UK to irregular migrant parents. 
   
Background

This project, funded by the Barrow Cadbury Trust, is part of a compara-
tive project on undocumented migrant children in the United States and 
the United Kingdom carried out in collaboration with the Institute for the 
Study of International Migration, Georgetown University, Washington DC. 



Methods

The first phase will map the existing legislative and policy frameworks in the target countries 
as well as available empirical research and data on undocumented children and their access 
to education and health care.  It will also involve consultation with experts and institutions 
working with undocumented children on the ground. The second phase will consist of em-
pirical research, including structured and semi-structured interviews as well as field observa-
tion. The third and final phase will identify potential implications for policy and disseminate 
the study’s findings through publications and meetings with policy makers, service providers, 
and others concerned with the situation of undocumented minors. 

The project relies on the valuable contribution of a number of community based and advo-
cacy organisations. The roles of partner organisations includes: to support the research team 
during fieldwork and help to establish links with relevant communities; provide logistical 
support for meetings and interviews; offer feedback on the interim report and other project 
material; help the research to explore the policy implications of the project and disseminate 
the research findings within their networks
 

Outputs

 • Background Paper on Children in Undocumented Migration
 • Project’s blog: Irregular voices
 • Workshop with policy-makers and stakeholders in the UK
 • Final UK report, expected September 2011
 • Final joint report, expected December 2011
 • One or more journal articles
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